

.-.unter sville District e.Ti'craces the greater oart of 
the eastern half of kki Pocahontas County. To t.-.e north lies 
Greenbank District, while in the east it is separated from 
Highland and Eath Counties in Virginia by the summit of the 
Allegheny fountain range, on the south lies Little Levels 
District and on the west Edray District. ITest of the center 
and extending northeast from near Huntersville, almost to 



the northeast boundary are the Browns fountains. In the 
southern part is a series of mountains called the Beaver Lick 
range. It is crowned by several lofty peaks.Just south of 
the latter is a level plateau or table land of considerable 
extent. It was covered at one time with a lofty forest of 


wnite pine and is known as the white pine plateau. The pine 
i-^er was cut and snipped to various markets and much of 
tse plateau is now of second growth and is owned by the rowem- 
-nt, in Vonongshela forest. Enapgs Creek and its tributaries 
u„e entire suriace. The latter are Little Back Creek, 
Southard* s Creek, eochran-s Creek and Browns Creek. 

T-e first settlers in this district were Loses Lcore, 
joto Brahsh,. ans Peter UsitMr . (Boa et I;;e latw ^ 
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for a few montas in tne yeex by one of the pioneerc, who in 
hi6 youth had enjoyed superior educational advantages. The 
text books used were Dilworth 1 s Speller and some^workT^faiMw 
tne Sible as a reader. 

The first of these schools "kept" in this district 
was in a deserted log cabin which stood or, the banks of 
Knapps Creek, not far from where Huntersville now stande. 

It was a five-sided structure, one side of which was taken 
up with a huge fireplace. The seats were made by splitting 
small logs in halves and inserting pine fcr legs in the oval 
sices. It is not known who the first teacher va6; t.'.ere is 
no record. Traditions tell us Hary V.ooxe was t..e first 
teacher. The koores were the first to settle on Knapps 
Creek and were a prominent family. It ie not definitely known 
who preaehed the first sermon. Tradition again tells us that 
it was the Apostle of Jletnodism,—the noted Bishop Asbury. 

Tie nases of &any pioneer Ministers are remembered and re¬ 
corded by tr.e old residents. 

Everywhere in the settlement of the west the frontier 
preacner was an important factor and scarcely rae tne roof 
Of toe cabin, mace fast before the Methodist Circuit rider 
t..e Baptist Missionary made his ap^arance, collected the 
neighbors, preached a semen, left an appointment fcr come 
‘foe, peruape a year in the future; then after a friendly 
fer even ue continued hi, journey to another settlement. 

Among those who first visited Pocahontas County were 


J *®** Avle, John Hiller, Amos Smith, J. * 








Jeorge Rider, Harvey Curry, Mary A. Curry, Hoses Moore, 
Isabella Moore, Preston Moore, Andrew Moore, Anna Moore 
ana Elizabeth Lijfehtner. George Rider was the first Class 
Leader. 

Huntersville was the only town in the district 
at that time but in later years Frost has become a small 
town. Huntersville was laid out in 1S21 and was tne County 
Eeat until it was moved to Marlinton after it had become 
a small town, by the vote of the 2 oeople. 

Huntersville is situated on the left bank of Knapps 
Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all 
sides by lofty mountains and has, perhaps, more the appear¬ 
ance of an Alpine village than any other town in the State. 
Its elevation 1900 feet above seal level. 

Hoses Moore already mentioned as one of the first 
settlers located on Knapps Creek more than one hundred 
years ago,—at least one hundred and fifty years ago- as is 
attested by records. There was an old Indian trail or 
^ a H e y Draft as it was once called, by which the Indians 
traveled when on their missions of blood to the settlements 
on Jacksons Hi ver and in the Shenandoah Valley. 

•this trai led near by where Moses Moore settled on the 
land once owned by his grandson Andrew T. Moore. As might 
have keen s^oe^ted^ it was not long before he was carried into 
captivity but made his escape and returned to his mountain 
-*ome. Twice more before the savages were stayed beyond the 

River ae was carried a prisoner to their towns on the 
■cioto *iver. 
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Chapter 4 Part a. Question 5. 

TOXNS SETTLED AND OCCUPATIONS ESTABLISHED FROM 1810 TO 1860 

The early settlers of Pocahontas did not settle many towns. 
Huntersville being the only one of any Importance. William Sharp Sr 
was the first permanent settler at Huntersville, but John Bradshaw # 

”* **“ dld th ” “ ost t0 "‘ rd °aking the town one of imoortance 

For . number of yeare previoue to the organization of the county 
m 1321, Huntersville hat, teen a public place as merchant, and trades¬ 
men fro. the east mould arrange to meet hunters here and barter goods 
for the products of the hunt. It mas suggested by some that Smithville 
mould be a good name for the place, but John Bradsha. Insisted upon 
the name Huntersville as a special compliant to the hunters mho'came 
o s home to meet the tradeamen, Including John Harness of Staunton 
o m o the place omed so aa.ch of its development. It mas John 
sham, too, mho gave enough land, from his vast estate to the county 

beo J ~ t0 iUlla *“ PUM1 ° bUlldln ® s « «■* Huntersville could 
become the ^county seat .hen the county mas organized in 18B1. a site 
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S for its merchants to realize three tc 


four hundred percent on dry goods and groceries during the period 1822 
to 1S45. 

During the winter 1852,almost all of the business, part of the town 
was destroyed by fire. During the Civil War it was burned by Federal 
troops, sent from Eeverly, to present it being a Confederate depot for 
military supplies. 

After the war it again grew into an important little town. Flaursh- 
ing stores were operated by Amos Barlow. Lourey and Son, Lourey and 
Doyle. Improved methods of farming were adopted and the town took on a 
more pleasing appearance than ever-before. 

One of the principals hotels.was operated by J. Williams, John 
Bussard, John H 0 lden, Porterfield Wallace, I. C. Carpenter and E. Camp¬ 
bell in succession, but was burned by federal troops during the Civil 
War. 

Salopning was for many years a flourishing business but in 1848 
licenses for salooning was refused by the Court. This of course did 
away with saloons in the county. 

Blacksmithing was also an excellent business as there was much 
horse shoeing and wagon repairing to be done. Finleys' shop stood near 
the Cummings Creek road and from three to four hands were employeed. 
Another shop was operated by Jack Tldd., Later by William Dilley, a 
very skilled artisan; and G. W. Ginger in succession. (Though Ginger wa 
not there until after the war) 

For many years a thriving business was carried on in the harness 
and saddle business. -First by John Haines who employed four or five 
bands. Aftsr by William Fertig, and later by William Gross and Son. 










